The Book Of Job

Exploring The Relationship Between Man And God

By Pastor Mike Callis

After you come out on the other side of this study, I trust you will have discovered 2 very important revelations in your Christian walk:

1. A greater understanding of God

2. A greater understanding of your faith in Christ

Anytime you can gain a better understanding of the awesome magnitude of God and your relative place in His creation, you really have no choice but to become stronger in your faith.

The Book:

Simple Outline-

Introduction - ch. 1-2 / Job's Complaint - ch. 3 / First Argument - ch. 4-14 / Second Argument - ch. 14-21 /  Third Argument - ch. 22-31 / Elihu's Speeches - ch. 32-37 / God Speaks - ch. 38-41 / Job's Restoration - ch. 42

Authorship & Date of Writing-

Job is reported to be the oldest book in the bible; from no mention of the Exodus, the Red Sea crossing, or the Law, to no mention of any of the Kings of Israel; has led many to date this book anywhere from 2000BC to 600BC. The speculation on the writer varies just as much. Jewish tradition claims Moses as the author, but still others say Job himself or maybe Elihu; no matter the date or authorship, this book serves the Christian today in helping cope with many of life's circumstances. 

Scientific & Historical Value-

This may be the only book which directly refers to dinosaur type creatures (40:15, 41:1). It talks about early history before man (ch.'s 38-39), and it makes great scientific statements well before modern educated man ever could (22:14, 26:7). Job is seen as an historical figure in Ezekiel 14:14, 20 and James 5:11. The Apostle Paul seems to quote out of Job in 1 Corinthians 3:19 (Job 5:13) and in Romans 11:35 (Job 41:11).  The Land of Uz was mentioned in Lamentations 4:21 and Jeremiah 25:20. 

Creation-

God states that He was and is the builder, the creator, and the sustainer; He says He was in the beginning; He measured and laid the foundation of the world; He placed the stars; He made the clouds; He held back the sea to the boundaries He chose; He made the day and night; He made the snow and the hail; He causes it to rain or not to rain; He controls wind, lightning and thunder; He decided the gestation period of every species; God decided which creation would receive wisdom and which would receive instinct; and God demands that Job be fully aware of His power and greatness; and He demands the same of us today (ch.'s 38-39) .

Story Characters-

God - Main character of story (we should recognize this truth in each book of the bible). Even when it seems God is absent, all the conversation either centers around His greatness or our standing before Him.

Job - The object of recognition, destruction, chastisement, ridicule, and ultimate blessing; but let us never forget that God saw him as a servant able to endure a great time of tribulation; as He does each one of us, as the Apostle Paul writes in Acts 14:22.

Job's wife - The object of many negative comments by those who have read this story; but we must never forget that maybe Job's wife reacted to this great tragedy much as we would have. With anger, frustration, and misguided blame. She suffered also.  (Job 2:9; 19:17; 31:10)

Satan - The adversary is seen doing what he does best, and that is opposing the things of God. The Hebrew word for Satan actually means "adversary, the one who withstands, opposer." 

Compare Job 1:9-11, 2:4-5 with Zechariah 3:1 & Revelation 12:10.

Eliphaz - Based his advice on observation & experience. His was the voice of philosophy (4:8, 5:17). "He believes that reaping and sowing is a biblical principle; but he does not allow for God's mercy and grace to limit or prohibit certain circumstances; nor does he allow for the possibility of trouble coming on the righteous; others have this in common."  His name means "God is gold". He is the most considerate of the first three, but still uses stinging speech.

Bildad - Based his advice on tradition. His was the voice of of history (8:8-10). "He has always found that a person is destroyed out of their own wrong doing."  His name means "son of contention". He follows with even stronger words.

Zophar - Based his advice on present doctrine. His was the voice of orthodoxy (20:5)." He assumes that because Job failed, that it must be due to personal sin."  His name means "rough". His speech becomes even stronger and very rude.

Elihu - Based his advice on wisdom. His was the voice of revelation (33:4-5). 

" God's plan is perfect; therefore even the righteous can suffer"  His name means "He is my God". His speech is strong, but with perception that God uses suffering to purify a person more perfectly.

Spiritual Truths-

· God is supreme and in control - Job 1:21

· Satan's powers are limited by God - Job 1:12, 2:6

· Satan seeks to diminish God through destroying a person's faith - Job 1:11, 2:5; John 10:10

· God does not lay more on the righteous then they can handle - 1 Corinthians 10:13

· You can have complete faith in a bodily resurrection - Job 19:25-27

· Our trust in the Lord must be an eternal trust - Job 13:15-16

· Suffering and trouble is inevitable - James 1:2-3, John 16:33, 2 Corinthians 4:15-18

· God understands our suffering, but we must not or fall into self pity - Job 38:1-3, 40:1-5; James 1:19-20 

· Our trials are by fire - 1 Peter 1:5-9; and our suffering is not always the result of personal sin; but sin is always the cause for suffering - Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22

· Tribulation is for our purifying(continuing sanctification) - James 1:12-18; John 15:2; Hebrews 12:4-13 

· Acquiring patience and remaining faithful while waiting is difficult - Job 14; Romans 5:1-5

· We cannot judge God's motives based on our own righteousness - Job 31:1-12

· Even those who appear, who act, and who are sincere, must themselves also repent - Job 42:1-6

· God seeks to bless those who remain faithful through trials - Job 42:10

· Be careful when using Eliphaz's, Bildad's, and Zophar's speeches as doctrine - remember that they were wrong concerning Job's condition - Job 42:7-9

· Job contains the longest speeches of God (ch. 38-41) and of Satan (ch. 1-2) in the bible.

If you are careful, thoughtful, and diligent in seeking God's truth for the believer out of this book, then the 42 chapters, 1070 verses, and the 10,102 words will become strength for your Christian walk. 

May God truly bless you for seeking His face in His word.

