The Book Of Job - Chapter 9

Exploring The Relationship Between Man And God

By Pastor Mike Callis

Pain can distort even the best minds, causing them to draw exaggerated conclusions that are far removed from reality. Such as was the case with Job. In the midst of his agony, he pressed for his day in court with God.

- Holman Old Testament Commentary

Thoughts and Questions from Chapter 8:

1. Have you ever been jealous of another's good fortune?

2. Have you ever felt good because someone else felt bad?

3. Have you ever been bitter toward God during a time of suffering?

4. We must take time to honestly evaluate ourselves and search our hearts for unconfessed sin.

Chapter 9 - Keys: Seeking justice; Suffering; Bitterness; Irrational thinking

I. Job Responds To Bildad - Round 1. Verses 1-35  

A.  Job wants his day in court. Verses 1-24

1. Job doesn't see how he could possibly argue with God. Verses 1-24

· Job wonders what he could possibly do if he got his day in court. God is all powerful and all knowing, and even if Job could make a good point God would be able to find another fault. Job is stilled focused on the fact that punishment follows sin, therefore God is wrong this time because Job believes he has done no wrong.

2. No one can prove their innocence. Romans 3:23

· Every single person is guilty before God. We are by nature sinful and early in our life we begin to sin willfully. All of us need to be cleansed before we can come close to God. God is the one who orchestrates the way, and each one who hopes to enter an eternal heaven must follow the same path (John 3:16-18, 10:1-11, 14:6). 

B. Job believes the fix is in. Verses 25-31

1. Job thinks the one applying justice is being unjust. Verses 25-31

· Job cannot figure out what he has done wrong; and even if he is found innocent he believes  he will still be punished. Job cannot see how God is righteous in His dealings with him.

2.  Is God really perfect and just? Romans 9:14

· Our faith demands that we trust God completely in His ways. Our limited mental capability keeps us from seeing and understanding God's plans (Romans 14:15-23).

C. Job recognizes he needs a lawyer. Verses 32-35

1. Job needs someone worthy enough to plead his case. Verses 32-35

· Job cannot fathom how there could be a  mediator able to take the hand of man and the hand of God to bring them together.

2. Man needs such a mediator to bring reconciliation. 1 Timothy 2:5-6

· The word propitiation means that Jesus was the worthy and willing atoning sacrifice for our sin that God was able to accept. The two natures of Jesus made Him to be able to identify with man and God; therefore the only one able to make reconciliation possible (Romans 3:23-26; Hebrews 2:14-18; 1 John 2:1-2; 1 John 4:8-21).

To Be Mad At God Is To Believe He Is Not Just - Mark 10:17-18

The word for good which Jesus used refers to what is excellent in its character or constitution and beneficial or useful in its effect. The Old Testament equivalent means pleasant, agreeable, excellent, valuable, benevolent, and kind. Two separate ideas begin to surface as we examine these words that describe God’s goodness. One has to do with the perfections of His person and the other with the kindness of His acts.

Both ideas occur together in one verse in the Psalms: “Thou art good and doest good” ( Psalm 119:68). First of all, God Himself is good; that is, He is everything that God should be—the ideal person, the sum total of all perfection. There are no defects or contradictions in Him, and nothing can be added to His nature to make Him any better. He is excellence to an infinite degree, possessing every desirable quality, and therefore of inestimable value. God is good.

Because God is Himself the highest and greatest good, He is also the source and fountain of all other good. He does good things. He extends His goodness to others. It is His nature to be kind, generous, and benevolent, to demonstrate good will toward men, and to take great pleasure in making them happy. Because God is good, He wants us to have what we need for our happiness and He sees that it is available to us. Every good thing we now enjoy or ever hope to enjoy flows from Him, and no good thing has ever existed or ever will exist that does not come from His good hand.

That is why Jesus could say to the rich young ruler, “No one is good except God alone.” No other being is infinitely and innately and immutably good. All goodness that exists outside of Him finds its source in Him. Even a man as godly as the Apostle Paul had to admit that in his natural being there was no good thing (Romans 7:18), and we have to admit it too. If there is any good to be found in us, it had to come from God, for we are incapable of producing it ourselves.
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