The Book Of Job - Chapter 10

Exploring The Relationship Between Man And God

By Pastor Mike Callis

Maybe you feel like Job. Perhaps there is a deep cry in your heart. You wonder why God made you if it is only to live a life filled with so much agony. Life only has meaning as it is lived for the glory of God.

- Holman Old Testament Commentary

Thoughts and Questions from Chapter 9:

1. Have you ever thought God was unjust toward you?

2. Have you ever felt everyone was against you?

3. We must realize we have a mediator between us and God, and that is Jesus Christ.

Chapter 10 - Keys: Constant cycle of depression; Sorrow; Despair

I. Job Response To Bildad Continues - Round 1. Verses 1-22  

A.  Job sinks deeper into bitterness. Verses 1-3

1. Job decides to gnash upon God, because all hope is lost. Verse 1

· Job once again lashes out at God as he did in Job 7: 11. He believes since there is no mediator [Jesus Christ] to be found to stand between him and God, then there is no hope of being delivered.

2. Job is still convinced that God's judgment is misguided. Verses 2-3

· Job is getting ready to interrogate God, so that he can prove his punishment is undeserved. He wants to know how God could possibly allow this oppression to take place.

3. Complete faith equals complete trust. Romans 3:4

· Words like trust, love, and faith are easy to come by during times of plenty, but during times of want, they are much harder to muster. great loss or great adversity is hard for all of us to deal with; and if we can stay focused on God's sovereignty and God's goodness, then we can make it (Galatians 3:11)

B. Job reveals his confusion. Verses 4-16

1. Job is having difficulty with the facts. Verses 4-16

· Job has thought of God as omniscience (all knowing), omnipresence (everywhere), omnipotent  (all powerful). So why now could He [God] have gotten it all wrong? How could a righteous God act unrighteously?

· Job seems to try to probe God for a response. In v.4 Job seems to ask, "are you not a spirit?". In v.5 he seems to ask, "are you not eternal?". In v.6 he seems to ask , "are you not fully aware of everything?". In v.7- 16 Job tries to use logic and guilt to cause God to remove His hand of wrath from him, and he admits his confusion.

2.  God's complete plan is a mystery. 1 Corinthians 13:9-13

· Having all the facts all the time is not a reality for us. Our finite minds could not fathom all the great wonders and mysteries this life contains; let alone that which the eternal contains. We must be careful not to demand of God. God gives to us as he sees fit, and we must humbly accept it (1 Corinthian 8:2).

C. Job now wonders if God is cruel. Verses 17-22

1. Is this a sick game with my life? Verses 17-22

· Job concludes that if God only brought him in to this world so He [God] could bring sorrow upon him, then God is not doing right. despair, sorrow, and pain has all clouded Job's judgment and his view of God.

2. High stress can lead to low faith. 1 Kings 19:4-8

· When we are under great pressure or great duress, our spirit can take a beating. Our thinking can become unstable, and our thoughts , words, and actions can become unpleasing to God. That is why it so important for us to constantly feed on God's word and to constantly drink in God's grace, or else we can be tempted to go astray (Matthew 4:2).

TAKE MY LIFE AND LET ME BE

Through some very dramatic events in the life of Elijah, the Lord God demonstrated his loving care of the prophet and God’s power over the enemy.  Just a few historical references substantiate this.  Elijah predicted that there would be no rain for three years but during that time God would provide for Elijah.  First, He sent ravens to bring food to Elijah by the brook Cherith.  God then provided through the widow of Zarephath, multiplying the flour and oil.  When her son died, God miraculously restored him to life through Elijah.  Elijah challenged the 450 prophets of Baal.  They were to call upon their God to ignite their sacrifice on the altar.  Absolutely nothing happened.  But when Elijah prayer, fire came from heaven consuming the sacrifice, the altar and the moat of water around the sacrifice.  After which followed the death of 450 priests. 

You would think that Elijah would now be home free.  You would think that Elijah would be riding high recognizing God’s care of him and God’s power over the enemy.  But he wasn’t!  He was afraid, defeated, and burned out.  Queen Jezebel was on the warpath.  She wanted to get rid of Elijah, (1 Kings 19:2) “So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, ‘May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.’  Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.” 

Elijah had to learn that all these events touching his life were all God’s glorious moments in history, and not Elijah’s.  It’s out in this wilderness under a broom bush that Elijah begins to whine, (1 Kings 19:10) “He replied, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty.  The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword.  I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.’”  He repeats the same thoughts a few verses later (1 Kings 19:14), “He replied, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty.  The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword.  I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.’" 

There are times in our life when we can feel so sorry for ourselves.  We’re so depressed.  Everyone is out to get us.  No one loves us. The world is so against everything that has to do with God and with anything Christian.  We sing in paraphrase, “Take my life or let me be.” 

So how do we come out of it?  Someone may tell us: “Snap out of it.  God helps those who help themselves.”  Some even think that statement is from the Bible, which it isn’t.   The truth of the matter is that “God helps those who can’t help themselves.”  Often times His help comes only after He makes sure that we understand this: we cannot help ourselves.  He wants us to realize that God’s help and blessing are always with us.  Even when we don’t see His help, it is there.  Even the fear, frustration and the failure we endure are used by God to be a blessing for us.  For fear, frustration and failure cause us to be drawn closer to the grace of God - His loving, strengthening, encouraging, uplifting grace in Christ Jesus. 

