The Book Of Job - Chapter 1

Exploring The Relationship Between Man And God

By Pastor Mike Callis

Job is a true account of a godly man, prominent, influential, who in a matter of minutes lost all his material possessions, children, and health. His wife then told him to curse God and die. Compounding this pain, his friends used the ordeal to condemn him rather than comfort him. Still worse, God remained silent throughout this nightmare, refusing to answer Job until the very end.

- Holman Old Testament Commentary

Tempting or Testing?

You first must ask yourself what is the purpose of your trial. Is it to destroy you, or to refine you?

Satan tempts us in order to make us fall; God test us in order to confirm our faith.

- Exodus 20:20; Genesis 50:20

Examples:

1. Satan may tempt you with a sexual indiscretion to ruin your witness and your faith, and thereby causing others to stumble at your offense.

2. God may test you with great loss allowing you to rely on His mercy and grace which increases your faith, and thereby causing others to be moved in their heart by your love and commitment to Him.

Chapter 1 - Keys: The man, his family, his substance; God, His sovereignty; Satan, his limited powers, his resentment, his pessimism; Spiritual Warfare; Job's tragedy, sorrow, composure 

I. The dismantling of a person: Verses 1-22  

A. Times of trouble are often unseen: verses 1-5 

1. Time to go active duty. verses 1-5

· Life seemed normal, but a great spiritual battle was taking place and the time had come for Job to become a faithful witness for God through horrific suffering. 1 Timothy 6:13, Revelation 1:5, Acts 9:16

2. Every Christian has a duty to prove their faith. 1 Peter 1:6-7 

· A solider is only truly a solider when he is in battle. The Christian remains in constant battle with God's enemy until they are able to go be with the Lord. 2 Timothy 2:1-13  Paul tells us to fight the good fight of faith. 1 Timothy 6:12

B. Accusations, assumptions, and permission . verses 6-12 

1. The devil came to accuse, but it was God that brought up Job. verses 6-12 

· Satan was once again bringing accusations against God's people, and God asked him to consider Job; but Satan already recognized God's hand of protection from previous attempts to destroy Job (1:10). God allowed Satan to bring destruction upon a perfect and upright individual who feared God and shunned evil. (1:1)

· Remaining faithful through trials bring praise, honor, and glory to God - 1 Peter 1:7

· Suffering through difficulty helps to make us perfect, stable, strong, and secure - 1 Peter 5:10

2. The devil seeks to discredit us. Rev. 12:10; 1 Peter 5:6-11

· Every time we fall short of living up to the sacrifice that Jesus made for us, we fail to show forth God's power in our life. While everyone has to stand alone on their own acceptance or rejection of Christ, we are to live lives above reproach so that we may not hinder the ability of others to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

C. Temptation comes in many forms. verses 13-19 

1. Job's wealth and possessions were taken. verses 13-19

· It would be easy to see how others would view Job's trouble as being self inflicted due to some personal sin - 1 Timothy 6:9-10. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar shared this view. Spiritual perception comes from God, and we are encouraged to ask - James 1:5

2. Job's family was taken. verses 18-19

· We ask how God could be so cruel; but we should ask how we can best fulfill God's will, if we truly believe Romans 8:28. War is brutal, but most Christians due not realize they are in the middle of a great conflict; and because their view of God is misguided, they wrongly lay blame at  His feet - Matthew 10:34-39 Total commitment only comes from total trust.

D. Tragedy can lead to sin. verses 20-22 

1. Job lamented over his temptation. verses 20-21

· I would not say that Job rejoiced over these tragic events, but his statement that God is in control and that His name is till worthy to be blessed, is evidence that he was trying to see God's purpose. James 1:2 tells us to count it all joy, when we fall into different kinds of temptations; because the trying of our faith brings patience, and patience leads us to maturity in Christ. I am not so sure he is saying we should be happy when we have lost everything, but that we can count on joy being the result of having gone through a time of despair. 1 Peter 1:6 recognizes that our season of temptation causes us sorrow, and God understands our emotion of suffering after loss - Hebrews 4:14-16

2. Job refused to be defeated. verse 22

· Job was able to keep his faith composed, and did not let circumstances dictate his relationship with God. Job was hurt and confused, and was trying to make since out of the situation and out of his understanding of God. James 1:13-14 says we not to charge God foolishly, but trusting in a God that just let everything you owned and loved get destroyed, challenges your faith - and this is only the beginning of sorrows for Job.

